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3 winners announced in Optimist
Club Visual Arts Competition

WEST BEND — The Optimist Club of West Bend announced recently that it has selected three winners in its 2025
Visual Arts Competition.

According to the Optimist Club of West Bend, Adelyn Assmann won the drawing category and Inara Braun and
Preston Koch tied for first place in the painting category. The theme of this year’s contest was “Bringing out the best.”

“Through their artwork, children illustrated what it means to uplift, inspire, and foster positivity in their commu-
nities,” said the Optimist Club, in a release. “The Optimist Club of West Bend remains committed to its mission of
‘Bringing Out the Best in Kids,’ and events like this competition highlight the incredible potential of youth in our
community. By providing a platform for creative expression, the club continues to encourage confidence, imagination
and artistic growth in children.”

The winning contestants also received a cash prize, courtesy of Jeff’s Spirits on Main.
“Their contribution helped recognize and reward the hard work and dedication of these young artists,” said the

release.
In addition to the first-place winners, the Optimist Club announced its runners-up, who will be included in a future

edition of the Daily News this week.
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Optimist Club of West Bend Visual Arts
Competition winner Adelyn Assman with
her winning drawing.
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Optimist Club of West Bend Visual
Arts Competition winner Inara Braun
with her winning painting.
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Optimist Club of West Bend Visual
Arts Competition winner Preston Koch
with his winning painting.
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HARTFORD — Over the
weekend, several Hartford resi-
dents found bags filled with
wood pellets and a flyer from
the Aryan Freedom Network
(AFN), a Texas-based neo-Nazi
group with chapters in several
states, had been tossed onto
their property.

The bags contained informa-
tion on how to join a Wisconsin
chapter of the white power
organization, as well as anti-
LGBTQ+ messages, white power
messages, and messages that
the group is against pedophilia
and grooming, according to
Facebook posts from people who
had received them.

Posts began to pop up on
social media that people had
been finding bags filled with
wood pellets (used to give the
plastic baggie weight so it
could be thrown from a vehicle
onto a resident’s property) and
a flyer from the organization
with a message and a link to a
website where people can join,
on Sunday.

One Hartford resident found
a baggie in the street and
decided to pick it up while driv-
ing home and was “disgusted”

at what she found.
“My roommate and I were

driving home and there was a
sandwich bag on the street. I
asked her to stop and we picked
it up,” said Brittany Nicole, a
Hartford resident who respond-
ed to a Daily News Facebook
post about the AFN flyers. “I
expected some political right
vs. left stuff. Nothing like this.”

“I’m beyond disgusted and, at
this point, I’m embarrassed to
be part of this country. Things
like this are brushed beneath
the rug under the guise of
‘freedom of speech’, when in
reality [their] thinly veiled
threats and an example of the
worst of humanity. I have been
seeing people defending this
organization on social media,
which makes me even more
sick.”

Another person who respond-
ed to the Daily News post called
the flyers “nonsense” and
“gross.”

Hartford residents
respond to white power

group’s messages
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An AFN flyer in a baggie that had been thrown onto
a Hartford resident’s property depicting a Nazi
Stormtrooper with the message “we are the future.”

Karen Pilarski/Daily News staff

The reverse side of the AFN flyer in the baggie,
which says the flyer was “distributed randomly with-
out malicious intent,” and includes a link to the AFN
website, which has been blocked out.

What do you think?
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SLINGER — A Slinger couple have been asked by the
village to remove a sign from their yard, which reads
“God, Guns & Trump,” after the village received a com-
plaint about it earlier this month, prompting Slinger res-
idents to react to the situation.

A letter sent to the homeowners by the village on Feb.
12 was shared recently on Facebook showing that the res-
idents had been asked to remove their sign for violating
the village’s ordinance in regard to election and cam-
paign signs.

In the Facebook post shared to the “Slinger, WI Com-
ments, Questions, Concerns” Facebook group, on Feb. 20,
the poster, Vicki McKenna, a conservative radio talk
show host on 1130 WISN AM, said that the sign is her
grandparents, and that they refer to it as their yard deco-
ration, not a political campaign sign, as it reads “God,
Guns & Trump” and doesn’t include any messaging
about voting for a candidate.

According to Slinger Ordinance 550-57 B (1), all cam-
paign and election-related signage must be removed by
four days after an election campaign period. According
to Slinger Ordinance 550-57 B (10), “the maximum time
limit for such temporary signs to be displayed in resi-
dentially zoned or used properties (with each date that
any such temporary signs to be displayed counting as one
day) shall not exceed seven consecutive or 30 cumulative
days in a one-year period.”

According to the Facebook post in the “Slinger, WI
Comments, Questions, Concerns” Facebook group, the
sign has been up for nine years and has not been an issue
until now.

According to a letter from Slinger Village President
Scott Stortz, the village’s sign ordinance policy is com-
plaint driven, meaning that “when a complaint is for-
warded to the village inspector, then and only then does
he document the situation and issue a letter of non-com-
pliance, if warranted by the current ordinance.”
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A sign that reads “God, Guns & Trump” displayed on Mon-
day at a home in Slinger has been requested by the village
to be removed due to a complaint it received, per the vil-
lage’s sign ordinance.

See SIGN, PAGE 5A


