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OPTIMISTICALLY SPEAKING

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Subject to change) 

Jan  

2 

Club Lunch Meeting

The Threshold 
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

National Law Enforcement 

Jan 

12 

 

E r i n n  

O ’ B o y l e

Jan 

16 

Club Lunch Meeting 

Student of the Month

Holy Angels
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Jan 

20 

 

H e i d i  

S t e r n i g  

Jan  

23 
VISUAL ARTS 

Deadline to submit To West Bend Library 

Jan  

23 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 

4 pm     West Bend Library 1st Floor Conf Rm 

Jan 27  

to Feb 7 
VISUAL ARTS COMPETITION  

Public Voting at West Bend Library  

Feb 1 Essay Contest Ends 

Feb 

6 

Club Lunch Meeting

Police Cadet Award & Girl Scouts  
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Feb 

6 
International Optimist Day 

Feb 

 8 8:30 to Noon     Jackson Rec 

 

Christmas

Gathering
On December 12, our Club held its annual 

All attendees felt 

it was a joyous event filled with good socializing, 

            Club Member Attendees                               Significant Others

dips and shrimp cocktail and crackers and 

meatballs and cheese and sausage and veggies and 

seemed to enjoy his homemade selections and based 

Club members and guests really put on their 

thinking caps to work through the evening’s games: 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
http://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/
mailto:westbend@gmail.com
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STUDENT OF THE M
December 2024 

Good Shepherd Lutheran School 
 

At our December 5 Club Lunch 

Meeting, we presented the Student of 

the Month Award to Noelle Kreis 

from Good Shepherd Lutheran 

School. 

Here is what the school had to say about 

 why they chose Noelle for this honor: 

     Noelle has been selected as Student of the 

Month for her remarkable leadership, kindness, 

and dedication both in and out of the 

classroom. Her teachers and peers consistently 

see her as a role model who exemplifies 

humility, compassion, and a strong work ethic. 

Noelle shines as a supportive and encouraging 

presence. She is part of a school group that 

assists younger students with homework and 

morning routines. In the past, she dedicated her 

study hall time to help kindergartners. She is 

the first to lend a hand to classmates who may 

need assistance and never hesitates to try her 

best, even when faced with challenging 

questions. Noelle's positive attitude is 

contagious, and her readiness to start 

assignments immediately inspires those around 

her to stay focused and engaged. 

     Noelle's commitment to her peers extends 

beyond academics. On the volleyball court, she 

is a source of encouragement, always cheering 

on her teammates with a smile and fostering a 

sense of unity. Her coaches admire her 

supportive spirit, noting that she creates an 

uplifting environment that motivates others to 

perform their best. 

     In all she does, Noelle maintains a humble 

approach. She quietly leads by example, 

demonstrating qualities like thoughtfulness, 

politeness, and kindness. Her consistent effort 

and dedication reflect her goal of achieving 

excellence—not only for herself but also in 

helping others develop their own gifts. She is 

truly a pleasure to have in class and a valued 

member of our school community. 

     We are proud to nominate Noelle as Student 

of the Month and believe she is a shining 

example of using her God-given talents to help 

and encourage others. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School  

Faculty & Staff 

S 

Club President, Heidi Sternig, presents the Optimist Club of 

West Bend’s Student of the Month Award for December 2024 

to Noelle Kreis from Good Shepherd Lutheran School. 

Our Club’s Board of Directors has deemed 

it important that all our Club members get 

the necessary information and are 

encouraged to attend the Quarterly 

Conferences of the SWIS District. Our Club will help 

offset some of the costs of attending.  

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp 

 

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp
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Christmas

This year, our Club again 

provided a stash of 

Christmas gifts for a 

young family who has a 

child being served by the Threshold’s “Birth to 

Three Program.”  We have been doing this for 

many years now, and it is always something 

special. This year’s Christmas Family is the 

Abshire/Wingo family consisting of two 

children, Erin Wingo (10 months old and 

enrolled in Birth to 3), older sister Makala 

Abshire (15 years old), Mom April Abshire, 

Dad Gage Wingo, and Grandma Scharla. 

◄

the Abshire/Wingo 

►

◄ Thank 

 

PROMISE YOURSELF: 
• to be so strong that nothing can disturb your 

peace of mind;  

• to talk health happiness and prosperity to 

every person you meet;  

• to make all of your friends feel that there is 

something in them;  

• to look at the sunny side of everything and 

make your optimism come true;  

• to think only of the best; to work only for the 

best; and to expect only the best;  

• to be just as enthusiastic about the success of 

others as you are about your own;  

• to forget the mistakes of the past and press 

on to the greater achievements of the future;  

• to wear a cheerful countenance at all times 

and give every living creature you meet a 

smile;  

• to give so much time to the improvement of 

yourself that you have no time to criticize 

others;  

• to be too large for worry, too noble for anger, 

too strong for fear, and too happy to permit 

the presence of trouble. 
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Our Club has a membership category specifically 

for businesses.  We have named this Business 

Membership category: Business Buddies.  Mike 

Hartwell, is coordinating this initiative, and he will 

gladly answer any questions.  

Check out Business Buddies on our web site: 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/busin

ess-buddy-membership.html  

 

 

For their generous donation of McDonalds 

Gift Cards, which will be presented to each 

of our Student of the Month awardees. 
 

 

For children eleven years old or younger (as of 

October 1, 2024) Create a painting or a drawing 

that represents the theme: “Bringing out the Best

Prize 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/club-contests.html 

 

"How Optimism Has Paved 

Essays must be submitted between 

optimistclubofwestbend@gmail.com

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/club-contests.html
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• The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, 

but in rising every time we fall.      Nelson Mandela 
 

• The way to get started is to quit talking and begin 

doing.                                                       Walt Disney 
 

• If you look at what you have in life, you'll always 

have more. If you look at what you don't have in life, 

you'll never have enough.                    Oprah Winfrey 
 

• You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only 

one. I hope someday you'll join us. And the world 

will live as one.                                      John Lennon 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb 

NATIONAL SLOW COOKING 

National Slow Cooking Month 

encourages us to make delicious 

meals and maximize our time by 

using our slow cooker appliances. 

The slow cooker has made it possible 

to cook food slowly at lower temperatures. Savy home 

cooks have developed slow cooker recipes that can 

meet the need for every meal: breakfast, lunch, supper, 

and dessert. The slow cooker has become a centerpiece 

of all our favorite celebrations. Consider every potluck, 

Superbowl party, and family gathering over the years 

with all the slow cookers lined up 

and filled with each cook's best 

recipe - nacho cheese dip, chili, 

baked beans, pulled pork, meatballs, 

buffalo chicken wings, beef stew.  The list goes on and 

so will the slow cookers.

A Cockeyed Optimist 
By Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein II 

 

When the sky is a bright canary yellow 

I forget every cloud I’ve ever seen— 

So they call me a cockeyed optimist, 

Immature and incurably green! 

I have heard people rant and rave and bellow 

That we’re done, and we might as well be dead— 

But I’m only a cockeyed optimist, 

And I can’t get it into my head. 

I hear the human race is falling on its face 

And hasn’t very far to go, 

But every whip-poor-will is selling me a bill 

And telling me it just ain’t so! 

I could say life is just a bowl of Jell-O 

And appear more intelligent and smart, 

But I’m stuck like a dope 

With a thing called hope, 

And I can’t get it out of my heart! 

Not this heart!  

So just call me a cockeyed optimist!

Mark Your Calendars 
January 27 to February 7 

VISUAL

COMPETITION   
Public Voting at West Bend Library

Essay Contest

January 9 

Appreciation Day

 
Jackson Rec                8:30am – 12noon 

Volunteers Needed - Watch for upcoming details 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb

