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OPTIMISTICALLY SPEAKING
March 2025  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Subject to change) 

Mar 

6 

Club Lunch Meeting

AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Mar 

9

 

M o r a n

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

March 

20 

Club Lunch Meeting 

AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Mar  

27 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 

4 pm     West Bend Library 1st Floor Conf Rm 

Mar 

29 Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

Apr 

3 

Club Lunch Meeting 

Boys & Girls’ Club   
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER 

Apr 

11 

At West Bend Moose Lodge 

4pm – 8pm 

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

West Bend Police 

“Cadet of the Year”

Chevelle Madison
 

     At our February 6 Luncheon, we presented an 

award plaque as well as a $250 scholarship to the 

West Bend Police Department’s “Cadet of the 

Year” Chevelle Madison

     Cadet Madison has been a police cadet since 

September of 2023. Since then, he has volunteered 

for over 132 hours assisting the Police Department 

at various community functions. Cadet Madison is 

still in high school and currently lives in West 

Bend. His goal is to pursue a career in law 

enforcement.  

     The West Bend Police Department’s Police 

Cadet Program offers local youth, 14 to 21 years 

old, firsthand experience with some of the various 

characteristics of law enforcement. The Cadets 

also assist at numerous community events in 

addition to participating in monthly hands-on 

training in law enforcement. 

 
West Bend Police Cadet Chevelle Madison (second from right) 

receives his Cadet of the Year award plaque and a $250 

scholarship from West Bend Optimist Club President Heidi 

Sternig (left), Police Chief Tim Dehring, and Cadet Adviser 

Detective Stacie Bruss. 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
http://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/
mailto:westbend@gmail.com
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February 2025 

SEMILORE “SEMI” 

Silverbrook Intermediate School 
 At our February 20 Club Luncheon, we 

honored our February 2025 Student of the 

Month, Semilore “Semi” Arowobusoye 

from Silverbrook Intermediate School 

Here’s what the School shared: 

Dear West Bend Optimist Club: 

     Semilore "Semi" Arowobusoye embodies what it 

means to be an Optimist. Semi is an active learner as 

evidenced by her 4.0 GPA. She is also involved in 

numerous school activities: Student Council, Math 

Counts, Strings of Steel, Spelling Bee, and Forensics. 

Semi enjoys these activities because they require hard 

work, competition, and planning. Semi always 

participates well in class and shows great perseverance 

in her academics. 

     She is also respectful to and willing to help others 

and looks for ways to engage students in her groups in 

class. It's not uncommon to see Semi showing 

enthusiasm when a teammate or peer finds success. 

She is always encouraging, positive, and has a smile on 

her face. Outside of school, Semi likes to read, play 

tennis, draw, and spend time with her family. 

     We as Silverbrook staff are excited to honor Semi 

Arowobusoye as our Student of the Month! 

Sincerely, 

House 6 Blue and the Silverbrook Staff 

 

 S  O T M  
 

Club President Heidi 

Sternig presents the 

February 2025 Student 

of the Month award to 

Semilore Arowobusoye 

from Silverbrook 

Intermediate School 

 

The Optimist Club of West Bend again 

sponsored a youth free-throw contest along 

with the Village of Jackson’s Park and 

Recreation Department. Kids in grades 3-6 

from area schools participated. It is always 

heartwarming to see good kids displaying good 

sportsmanship skills in this competition! The 

youth come from all around Washington 

County to participate - from both public and 

parochial schools. A special thank you to Matt 

Muehlbauer and Renee Fisher for all their 

work in organizing this event. Also, thanks go 

out to Lance, Maria, Maria's daughter, 

Veronica, and Matt who were the event’s 

volunteer scorekeepers. 
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O P T I M I S T

V I S U A L  A R T S

C O M P E T I T I O N
 

     The Optimist Club of West Bend and the West Bend 

Community Memorial Library recently hosted the 

2025 Visual Arts Competition for youth aged 11 years 

or younger. This exciting program is designed to 

encourage and celebrate youth visual art skills in two 

categories – painting and drawing.  This year’s theme 

was: BRINGING OUT THE BEST. 

    West Bend Area Chamber of 

Commerce gift certificates were 

awarded to the art contest first, 

second, and third place finishers 

and were generously sponsored 

by: Jeff’s Spirits on Main. 

V I S U A L  C O M P E T I T I O N   

1st Place Painting (Tie) 

Awarded $25 WBACC Gift Certificate 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N   

1st Place Painting (Tie) 

Preston Koch 

 
Awarded $25 WBACC Gift Certificate 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N   

2nd Place Painting 

Elsie Strassburg 

Awarded $15 WBACC Gift Certificate  



March 2025  

4 
 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N   

3rd Place Painting 

Coraline Graham 

  
Awarded $10 WBACC Gift Certificate 

 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N   

1st Place Drawing 

Adelyn Assmann 

 
Awarded $25 WBACC Gift Certificate 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N   

2nd Place Drawing  

Gwendolyn Porter 

 
Awarded $15 WBACC Gift Certificate 

V I S U A L  A R T S C O M P E T I T I O N  

3rd Place Drawing (tie) 

Brianna Thimm 

  
Awarded $10 WBACC Gift Certificate 
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V I S U A L  C O M P E T I T I O N   

3rd Place Drawing (tie) 

Melanie Morales 

 
Awarded $10 WBACC Gift Certificate 

 

 
 

SWIS District Conferences
Our Club’s Board of Directors has deemed 

it important that all our Club members get 

the necessary information and are 

encouraged to attend the Quarterly 

Conferences of the SWIS District. Our Club will help 

offset some of the costs of attending.  

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp 

PROMISE YOURSELF: 
• to be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace 

of mind;  

• to talk health happiness and prosperity to every 

person you meet;  

• to make all of your friends feel that there is 

something in them;  

• to look at the sunny side of everything and make 

your optimism come true;  

• to think only of the best; to work only for the best; 

and to expect only the best;  

• to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others 

as you are about your own;  

• to forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the 

greater achievements of the future;  

• to wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give 

every living creature you meet a smile;  

• to give so much time to the improvement of yourself 

that you have no time to criticize others;  

• to be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too 

strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence 

of trouble. 

March is Red Cross Month to honor the 

people who dedicate their lives to the 

American Red Cross. For the entire month, 

we celebrate those who make lifesaving 

missions possible in times of crisis.  Red Cross Month 

was first celebrated in 1943 when President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt declared March as the Red Cross Month to 

raise awareness about the mission of the American Red 

Cross during the height of WWII. Through the 

proclamation, President Roosevelt was asking the 

American public to help with the efforts of the Red 

Cross as they unite, encourage, and assist with 

providing peace among all people during the "hour of 

the greatest need." 

 

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp
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Our Club has a membership category specifically 

for businesses.  We have named this Business 

Membership category: Business Buddies.  Mike 

Hartwell, is coordinating this initiative, and he will 

gladly answer any questions.  

Check out Business Buddies on our web site: 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/busin

ess-buddy-membership.html  

 

 

Fran Wajer Memorial Scholarship

Saturday, March 29 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

Friday, April 11 

At West Bend Moose Lodge 

4pm – 8pm 

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Saturday, April 12 

8am-4pm 

All Around the Bend 

Business Showcase
WB HS Fieldhouse            Volunteers Needed 

Sunday, May 4 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Saturday May 31 & Sunday, June 1 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
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For their generous donation of McDonalds 

Gift Cards, which will be presented to each 

of our Student of the Month awardees.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb 
 

We have always found the Irish a bit odd. They 

refuse to be English.             Winston Churchill 

Love is never defeated, and I could add, the 

history of Ireland proves it.    Pope John Paul II

If it was raining soup, the Irish would go out 

with forks.                Brendan Behan

Above all else, deep in my soul, I'm a tough 

Irishwoman.                Maureen O'Hara
 

If you're Irish, it doesn't matter where you go - 

you'll find family.                     Victoria Smurfit 
 

Geographically, Ireland is a medium-sized rural 

island that is slowly but steadily being 

consumed by sheep.                        Dave Barry 
 

I come from an Irish Catholic family, and hell-

raising is part of the DNA.        Brian Dennehy 

An Irish Blessing 
Dance like nobody’s watching. 

Love like you’ve never been hurt. 

Sing like nobody’s listening. 

Live like it’s Heaven on Earth. 
 

May there always be work for your hands to do; 

May your purse always hold a coin or two; 

May the sun always shine on your windowpane; 

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain; 

May the hand of a friend be always near you; 

May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 

And may you be in heaven an hour before the 

devil knows you’re dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 
By Jean Blewett 

There’s an Isle, a green Isle, set in the sea, 

     Here’s to the Saint that blessed it! 

And here’s to the billows wild and free 

     That for centuries have caressed it! 
 

Here’s to the day when the men that roam 

     Send longing eyes o’er the water! 

Here’s to the land that still spells home 

     To each loyal son and daughter! 
 

Here’s to old Ireland—fair, I ween, 

     With the blue skies stretched above her! 

Here’s to her shamrock warm and green, 

     And here’s to the hearts that love her! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb

