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OPTIMISTICALLY SPEAKING
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Subject to change) 

Apr 

3 

Club Lunch Meeting 

Boys & Girls’ Club   
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Apr 

11
At West Bend Moose Lodge 

4pm – 8pm 

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Apr 

12

8am-4pm 

All Around the Bend 

Business Showcase
WB HS Fieldhouse            Volunteers Needed

APR 

17 

Club Lunch Meeting 

AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

Apr 

20 

HAPPY 

EASTER  

Apr  

24 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 

4 pm     West Bend Library 1st Floor Conf Rm 

May 

1 

Club Lunch Meeting 

Fran Wajer Memorial 

Scholarship Awards 
AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER 

May 

4 Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

 
At our Club Luncheon on March 6, we had a presentation 

from Lori Prescott, Executive Director of Family 

Promise of Washington County. Lori shared that Family 

Promise of Washington County is a community-based 

organization working to provide shelter for the 

homeless. Their shelter program is designed to help both 

individuals and families who are currently facing 

homelessness. It provides resources and services to 

individuals and families at risk and aims to rebuild lives. 

It provides safe and stable housing solutions. It is 

committed to assisting and supporting those 

experiencing homelessness from their initial call for help 

until they secure housing. It also has a homeless 

prevention program which offers financial assistance to 

households at risk of eviction, allowing them to afford 

their rent. This aid guarantees that families can maintain 

a stable residence, prevent homelessness, and meet their 

essential needs. It has  a housing helpline (262-334-

4912) that is available 24/7, every day of the year. 
 

West Bend Optimist 

Club President Heidi Sternig presents a $200 donation 

from the Optimist Club to Lori Prescott to support the 

work of Family Promise 
 

Check them out: 

(https://familypromisewc.org/contact/) 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
http://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/
mailto:westbend@gmail.com
https://familypromisewc.org/contact/
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Boy Scout 

Cub Pack 3796 

Also at the Club’s March 6 Club Luncheon, we got an 

update regarding our charter Boy Scout Troup from 

Scoutmaster Brian Hubbard. 
 

Club President Heidi 

Sternig presents the $200 

Boy Scout charter 

sponsorship to Brian 

Hubbard for Boy Scout 

troop 796  

 

Additionally, at our March 6 luncheon, we were joined 

by Eli Kelling, 2024-2025 Optimist SWIS District 

Governor-elect. He has set the goal to visit every 

Optimist Club in the SWIS District before he assumes 

the role of Governor in the program year 2025-2026. 

 

Eli Kelling, 2024-2025 

Optimist SWIS District 

Governor-elect 

introducing himself to 

the Optimist Club of 

West Bend 

Consider snacking healthy on pecans. 

A one ounce serving of 15 to 20 pecan 

halves packs a nutritious punch: 

• Pecans contain more antioxidants 

than any other nut variety according to ORAC values  
• Pecans can help reduce the risk of heart disease and 

lower cholesterol levels 

• Pecans contain more than 19 vitamins and minerals 

• Pecans are a natural, high-quality source of protein and 

naturally sodium free 

 

SWIS District Conferences
Our Club’s Board of Directors has deemed it 

important that all our Club members get the 

necessary information and are encouraged to 

attend the Quarterly Conferences of the SWIS District. Our 

Club will help offset some of the costs of attending.  

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp 

PROMISE YOURSELF: 
• to be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace 

of mind;  

• to talk health happiness and prosperity to every 

person you meet;  

• to make all of your friends feel that there is 

something in them;  

• to look at the sunny side of everything and make your 

optimism come true;  

• to think only of the best; to work only for the best; 

and to expect only the best;  

• to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others 

as you are about your own;  

• to forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the 

greater achievements of the future;  

• to wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give 

every living creature you meet a smile;  

• to give so much time to the improvement of yourself 

that you have no time to criticize others;  

• to be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too 

strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence 

of trouble. 

 

 

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
March 2025 

Saint Frances Cabrini School 
 At our March 20 Club Luncheon, we 

honored our March 2025 Student of the 

Month, Brinley Fortney from Saint 

Frances Cabrini School 

Here’s what the School shared: 

In Physical Education, Brinley is the type 

of student you want on your team! She is 

always looking out for her teammates, she 

encourages everyone to try their best, she gives 100% 

effort, and she provides positive praise and positive and 

constructive feedback to help her classmates. Brinley will 

always be the kid who goes into the gym to help set up, and 

be the last to leave, making sure everything is cleaned up! 

Brinley also brings her personality and spunk to every 

class, which her teachers enjoy! 

     Brinley is the kind of student who can brighten anyone's 

day with her contagious optimism and her sense of humor. 

No matter the challenge, she always finds a way to stay 

positive. Her jokes keep her classmates (and teachers) 

laughing, and her friendly attitude makes it easy to be 

around her. As a dedicated member of the school safety 

patrol, Brinley ensured that everyone crossed safely while 

leaving school. Her enthusiasm and kindness make her a 

role model for her peers and a perfect candidate for 

Optimist of the Month. 

     Brinley is always looking out for her classmates. She 

never complains about who she is with and is willing to 

switch groups to work with someone who doesn't have a 

partner. She greets us with a smile every day and always 

thanks us when she leaves the room. She lights up 

especially when talking about hockey or how she helped 

someone/with something. 

     Brinley greets everyone with a smile on her face. She is 

always willing to help others and will cheer up anyone who 

is feeling down. She is involved with our school Forensics 

team and is a Hockey player with the Washington Co. Ice 

Lynx. She works hard on her schoolwork and always 

makes sure to get her work turned in and done well. I never 

hear her whine or complain! 

Saint Frances Cabrini Staff 

O T M  
 

Club President Heidi 

Sternig presents the 

March 2025 Student of 

the Month award to 

Brinley Fortney from 

St. Frances Cabrini 

School 

 

For their generous donation of McDonalds Gift 

Cards, which will be presented to each of our 

Student of the Month awardees.  
 

On March 29, our Club held its 

first Brat Fry Fundraiser at the 

West Bend Moose Lodge. We 

would 

like to 

thank the Club 

members who 

helped: Mike, Heidi, 

Terika, Geri, and 

Laura, as well as the 

additional friends and family helpers: Annette, 

Heather, and Aiden.  

      Although it rained most of the day, it did not 

dampen the optimism of the brat fry crew. A 

final fundraising total has not yet been made. 
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OPTIMIST VISUAL ARTS CONTEST 

NOTE CARDS 
The 2023-2024 Optimist International Visual 

Arts Competition contest winners’ artworks are 

now a part of a twelve notecard set that can be 

ordered through Optimist International. Two of 

our West Bend winners are a part of this 

notecard set!  Check it out: 
Visual Arts Contest note cards – OptimistSupply.ca by AnsellsAwards.com 

 
 

A R T S

C O M P E T I T I O N   

1st Place Painting 

 

Preston Koch  
 

A R T S

C O M P E T I T I O N   

2nd Place Painting 

Madyson Kernon  

https://optimistsupply.ca/product/visual-arts-contest-note-cards/
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Our Club has a membership category specifically for 

businesses.  We have named this Business Membership 

category: Business Buddies.  Mike Hartwell, is 

coordinating this initiative, and he will gladly answer 

any questions.  

Check out Business Buddies on our web site: 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/busine

ss-buddy-membership.html 

 

Special Club Events & Fundraisers 

Fran Wajer Memorial Scholarship

Friday, April 11 

At West Bend Moose Lodge 

4pm – 8pm 

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Saturday, April 12 

8am-4pm 

All Around the Bend 

Business Showcase
WB HS Fieldhouse            Volunteers Needed 

Sunday, May 4 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Saturday May 31 & Sunday, June 1 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

Fran Wajer Memorial Scholarship

Raffle drawing

West Bend Sausage Plus 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
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Glorious Spring 
By Shayan Das 

 

Sing the birds; the season has come. 

Prettiest look nature does hold. 

Rejoices the Earth, her color winsome. 

Idyllic her beauty, pretty as gold. 

Nature does paint her parts in green. 

Glorious the spring is, calm and serene. 
 

Winter's Ending 
By Jrlinson 

  

The final throes of winter fade, 

And life is again renewed. 

The chilling bite of winter's blade  

Is broken by spring's light dew. 

Now light touches once again. 

All things beautiful and green 

While blossoms bloom so brilliant then 

And fragrant flowers make the scene. 

Quiet brooks flow ever on 

With melted snow as fuel 

To quench the thirst of newborn fawn 

And haste life's great renewal! 
 

Glory Of Spring 
By Patricia L. Cisco 

 

Song birds singing, flying by 

Pastel petals sprouting high 

Rainbows, showers fill the sky 

Inspiring beauty to the eye 

Newborn creatures call and cry 

Graceful Monarch butterfly 

Happy Easter Limerick 
By Neil Dickinson 

 

Easter weekend's a time when we feast 

On a turkey that's freshly deceased 

Or a slow roasted duck 

That has run out of pluck 

Or a lamb that's been recently fleeced 
 

Many places are holding parades 

With traffic cut off by blockades 

As folks line the streets 

And as cops walk the beats 

Of their city and town promenades 
 

Many candies and eggs will be hid 

So that many a cute little kid 

Can damage their teeth 

And their gums underneath 

In a sugary takeover bid 
 

As for me, I'll watch sports on TV 

While indulging in crackers with Brie 

Washing down with some suds 

Such as Miller or Buds 

How things end we’ll just have to see 
 

So I hope you all have a good Easter 

As you sit in your den on your keester 

Or chill out with your chums 

Or be flapping your gums 

On the phone with your brother or seester 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
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