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OPTIMISTICALLY SPEAKING
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(Subject to change) 

May 

1 

Club Lunch Meeting 

Fran Wajer Memorial

AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

May 

4

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

11 MOTHER’S DAY
May 

15 

Club Lunch Meeting 

AT NEW PERSPECTIVE IN SENIOR LIVING CENTER

May 

19 V e s t  

May  

22 
Board of Directors’ Meeting 

4 pm     West Bend Library 1st Floor Conf Rm 

May  

20 

G e n a  

B i e r t z e r  

May  

24 H a r d i n g  

May  

25 MEMORIAL DAY 
May  

31 H a r t w e l l  

May 31 

& 

 June 1 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

June 

1 

 

At our April 3rd Club Luncheon, we were joined by Jay 

Fisher, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls’ Club of 

Washington County (B&GCWC). The Mission of the 

B&GCWC is: “to enable all young people to realize their 

full potential as productive, caring, responsible 

citizens.” Jay provided an update on the activities and 

status of the B&GCWC:  

• B&GCWC serves youth ages six to seventeen years old 

• A minimum annual contribution per membership is 

$100 per year or $225 for a family of three or more, but 

financial assistance is available to those in need.  

• All memberships are valid from September 1st to 

August 31st. 

• The programs and activities of the B&GCWC include:  

1. Lunch and Dinner Programs  

2. Homework Help  

3. Game Activities  

4. Arts and Crafts  

5. Various sport related events and sport leagues    

6. Counselling Services    

     Jay went on to say that the B&GCWC is always 

looking for sources of funding as well as volunteers to 

help.  Check ‘em out:   https://www.wcbgc.org/ 

 
Optimist Club 

Vice-President, 

Lance Roell 

presents a $200 

donation to 

Jay Fischer, 

Executive 

Director of the 

Boys & Girls’ 

Club of 

Washington 

County 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
http://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/
mailto:westbend@gmail.com
https://www.wcbgc.org/
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Essay Contest  
The Topic: 

How Optimism Has Paved My Road to Success

     Celia is a sixteen-year-old student from 

Living Word Lutheran High School in Jackson. 

She was able to join us for lunch on April 17 

where she read her first-place essay.  

 
     To quote from her essay: “Joy and optimism 

are many times mixed up with happiness. 

Happiness is circumstantial. On the other hand, 

having joy or being optimistic can coexist with 

trials and tribulations.” She illustrated this point 

as she explained how her family was able to 

cope with the death of her grandfather.  

     It was a real pleasure meeting Celia, and we 

hope that optimism continues to pave her road 

to success. As the first-place finisher, Celia was 

awarded $150.00 for her fine efforts.   

Essay Contest  
The Topic: 

How Optimism Has Paved My Road to Success

     Natalie is a sixteen-year-old student from 

Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School in 

Jackson. She was able to join us for lunch on 

April 3 where she read her second-place essay. 

     To quote from her essay: “Centering my 

core beliefs around a protective optimistic 

mindset, it pushed me through the toughest 

days and strengthened me to thrive in life. I 

began to focus not on what I lacked, but on how 

I could grow and succeed. In retrospect, I see 

that an optimistic perspective helped me to 

overcome obstacle after obstacle and flourish 

in life.”   

Club Essay Contest Chairman, Lance Roell 

Presents the Second-Place $100.00 award check to 

Natalie Nolte 
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH
April 2025 

St. John’s Lutheran School 
At our April 17 Luncheon, we honored 

Michaela Grande from St. John’s Lutheran 

School as the Student of the Month for April 

2025.   

Here’s what his school had to say: 

St. John's is proudly nominating Michaela Grande for 

the Student of the Month Award because of her kindness 

towards her peers, her strong academic work ethic, and 

the positivity that is evident in her daily walk. I have 

continuously witnessed Michaela demonstrate kindness 

to her peers as well as her siblings during the school day. 

Michaela consistently demonstrates a strong work ethic 

in her academics by dedicating herself to high quality 

work that is completed on time. Her enthusiasm for 

learning is an encouragement to her peers. Beyond 

academics, Michaela reflects good character by setting 

an example as evidenced by winning the JOY Award for 

2nd Quarter this school year. The JOY Award (which 

stands for Jesus, Others, You) is given to a student who 

consistently puts Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself 

last. Michaela truly is a joy to her teachers and peers. 

     In addition to Michaelas strong academic and 

Christian values, she is generous with her time within the 

school community. She is a member of the Lutheran 

Junior Honor Association (LJHA) and plays on the 

basketball team. She treats her classmates, teachers, and 

staff with kindness and respect at all times. Whether by 

helping a struggling peer, volunteering for school events, 

or simply offering a smile to brighten someone's day, she 

has a positive impact on those around her. Michaela 

religiously lives out this year's school theme, Built Up to 

Build Up. Michalea has the ability to genuinely Build Up 

others because of her positive outlook and disposition. 

This makes her a deserving recipient for this award. 

Penny Van Dellen 

St. John's Lutheran School  

Middle School RLA Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club President Heidi Sternig presents the April 2025 

Student of the Month award to Michaela Grande 

from St. John’s Lutheran School 
 

At West 

Bend 

Moose 

     On April 11th, our Club held its first Fish Fry 

Fundraiser at the West Bend Moose Lodge. We 

would like to send out a big thank you to all the 

Club members who 

helped and to those who 

donated a raffle basket. 

All agree it was a 

success and a very 

rewarding event. Here is 

the final fundraising breakdown for this event:  

Fish Fry net Income $1,771.00 

Basket Raffle Income $392.00 

Desert Sales $245.00 

Fundraising Total $2,408.00 
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On Saturday, April 13, our Club participated in the third 

annual All Around the Bend Business Showcase 

sponsored by the West Bend Area Chamber of 

Commerce (WBACC), in partnership with the West 

Bend School District. The event was held at the WB 

High School Fieldhouse, and over 80 businesses and 

organizations gathered. The purpose of the event was to 

offer WBACC members and area businesses an 

opportunity to explain what they do to the public. This 

was an incredible event for our Club to have face-to-face 

interactions with the public and to share info and 

generate awareness about all that we do to “bring out the 

best in kids.” Several of our booth visitors indicated 

interest in joining our Club 

     A big thank you goes out to the Club members who 

helped make this event a success especially Heidi & 

Laura.           

Laura and Heidi staffing our info booth 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE 

     May is set aside as National Foster Care 

Month honoring the foster parents, families, 

and those who support children throughout 

their journey to find a permanent home. 

     A child's welfare takes priority every day 

in the lives of case-workers, guardians, 

counselors, advocates, and foster parents. 

Building meaningful relationships and 

foundations take time. Every year, National 

Foster Care Month recognizes the dedicated 

people who promote compassionate, stable 

homes for children. 

 
 

Optimist Club of West Bend 

 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb 

https://www.facebook.com/optimistclubofwb
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SWIS District Conferences
Our Club’s Board of Directors has deemed 

it important that all our Club members get 

the necessary information and are 

encouraged to attend the Quarterly Conferences of the 

SWIS District. Our Club will help offset some of the 

costs of attending.  

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp 

PROMISE YOURSELF: 
• to be so strong that nothing can disturb your 

peace of mind;  

• to talk health happiness and prosperity to every 

person you meet;  

• to make all of your friends feel that there is 

something in them;  

• to look at the sunny side of everything and make 

your optimism come true;  

• to think only of the best; to work only for the 

best; and to expect only the best;  

• to be just as enthusiastic about the success of 

others as you are about your own;  

• to forget the mistakes of the past and press on 

to the greater achievements of the future;  

• to wear a cheerful countenance at all times and 

give every living creature you meet a smile;  

• to give so much time to the improvement of 

yourself that you have no time to criticize 

others;  

• to be too large for worry, too noble for anger, 

too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 

presence of trouble. 

 

For their generous donation of McDonalds Gift 

Cards, which will be presented to each of our 

Student of the Month awardees.  

OPTIMIST VISUAL ARTS CONTEST 

NOTE CARDS 
The 2023-2024 Optimist International Visual 

Arts Competition contest winners’ artworks are 

now a part of a twelve notecard set that can be 

ordered through Optimist International. Two of 

our West Bend winners are a part of this 

notecard set!  Check it out: 
Visual Arts Contest note cards – OptimistSupply.ca by AnsellsAwards.com 

 
 

https://www.swisdistrict.org/conferences/default.asp
https://optimistsupply.ca/product/visual-arts-contest-note-cards/
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Our Club has a membership category specifically for 

businesses.  We have named this Business Membership 

category: Business Buddies.  Mike Hartwell, is 

coordinating this initiative, and he will gladly answer 

any questions.  

Check out Business Buddies on our web site: 

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/busine

ss-buddy-membership.html 

 

Fran Wajer Memorial Scholarship

at West Bend Sausage Plus

Special Club Events & Fundraisers 

Sunday, May 4 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up

Saturday May 31 & Sunday, June 1 

Brat Fry

Volunteers Needed – Watch for sign-up 

Fran Wajer Memorial Scholarship

Raffle drawing

West Bend Sausage Plus

CLUB LEADERSHIP

At our May 15 Club Luncheon, we will be 

directors. The strength of any 

organization is based on the commitment 

from time to time.  Please consider 

stepping up into a leadership position or 

becoming a Club officer or director.   

https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
https://www.optimistclubofwestbend.org/business-buddy-membership.html
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If April showers bring May 

 

 

By: Christine Taylor Burken 

I now have everything that I wanted as a 

teenager, only 60 years later.  

• I don't have to go to school or work.  

• I get an allowance every month.  

• I have my own pad.  

• I don't have a curfew.  

• I have a driver's license and my own car. 

•  The people I hang around with are not 

scared of getting pregnant 

• I don't have acne.  

Life is great! 

• I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds. 

People get out of the way much faster now. 

• Gone are the days when girls used to cook 

like their mothers.  

• Now they drink like their fathers. 

• I didn't make it to the gym today. That 

makes five years in a row.  

• I decided to stop calling the bathroom 

"John" and renamed it “Jim". I feel so much 

better saying, “I went to the Jim this 

morning.” 

• When I was a child, I thought "nap time" 

was a punishment. Now it feels like a small 

vacation. 

• The biggest lie I tell myself is... " I don't 

have to write that down, I'll remember it". 

• I don't have gray hair... I have "wisdom 

highlights"! I'm just very wise.  

• If God wanted me to touch my toes, He 

would've put them on my knees.  

• Last year I joined a support group for 

procrastinators. We haven't met yet.  

• Why do I have to press one for English 

when you're just going to transfer me to 

someone I can't understand anyway?  

• Of course, I talk to myself. Sometimes I 

need expert advice. 

• At my age "Getting Lucky" means walking 

into a room and remembering what I came 

in there for.  

• I have more friends I should share this with, 

but right now, I can't remember their names.  

• Now, I'm wondering... did I send this to you 

already, or did you send it to me? 

 
 

By: Janelle 
 

Life is something you cannot fake. 

You live and learn from each mistake. 

Sunny days or cloudy skies, 

Happy greetings or sad goodbyes. 

So don't sit by and let time pass. 

Live each day like your last. 

 

This is something that you must do 

If you expect to stick it through. 

All the sadness, all the pain, 

Wash it away like the rain. 

Fast or slow, whatever your pace, 

Take your time, life’s not a race.  


